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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA  

Joint Special Workshop Meeting:  Tuesday, August 25, 2015 
 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  3 

 

Hear and deliberate on subdivision regulation interlocal agreement. 

 

SUBMITTED BY:  City Manager Kevin Carruth 

 

APPROVED FOR AGENDA:  PKC 
 

BACKGROUND:  Commissioners Court has requested a joint workshop to discuss a new 

interlocal agreement governing subdivision regulations within the City’s extraterritorial 

jurisdiction (ETJ) to replace September 2003 agreement that expired in 2005.  On July 14, 2015, 

City Council approved a revision to the new agreement proposed by Aransas County.  The 

County’s proposed agreement differed from the 2003 agreement in three primary ways: 

 

1. The City’s authority to regulate subdivision plats and related building code permits 

moves from ½ mile to the full mile of the ETJ. 

2. The County is given exclusive authority to regulate all other development permits, 

including stormwater management, floodplain management, tree removal permits, and 

on-site sewer facilities within the full ETJ. 

3. The term renews annually. 

 

Please see the accompanying copies of the expired agreement and the redlined revision to the 

new interlocal. 

  

FISCAL ANALYSIS:  

 

RECOMMENDATION:  Not an action item. 



 

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT PROVIDING FOR SUBDIVISION REGULATION BY 1 
THE CITY OF ROCKPORT AND THE COUNTY OF ARANSAS WITHIN THE 2 

EXTRATERRITORIAL JURISDICTION OF THE CITY OF ROCKPORT 3 
 4 
This Agreement is made by and between the City of Rockport, a municipality located within 5 
Aransas County, Texas (hereinafter called “the City”), and the County of Aransas, a political 6 
subdivision of the State of Texas (hereinafter called “the County”), as required by Section 7 
242.001 of the Texas Local Government Code. 8 
 9 
WHEREAS, the regulation of subdivisions of property is a governmental function as set forth in 10 
Chapters 212 and 232 of the Texas Local Government Code; and  11 
 12 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 212 of the Texas Local Government Code, the City has 13 
statutory authority to adopt rules governing plats and subdivisions of land both within the City 14 
limits and in the extraterritorial jurisdiction of the municipality; and 15 
 16 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 232 of the Texas Local Government Code, the County has 17 
statutory authority to adopt rules governing plats and subdivisions of land in the areas of the 18 
County lying outside the limits of a municipality, including the area within the extraterritorial 19 
jurisdiction of a municipality; and 20 
 21 
WHEREAS, Chapter 242 of the Texas Local Government Code prohibits requiring a person 22 
who intends to subdivide land within the extraterritorial jurisdiction of a municipality to submit 23 
plats to and obtain related permits from both the City and the County; and 24 
 25 
WHEREAS, Chapter 242 of the Texas Local Government Code further requires certain counties 26 
and municipalities to execute a written agreement that identifies the governmental entity 27 
authorized to regulate subdivision plats and approve related permits in the extraterritorial 28 
jurisdiction; 29 
 30 
The parties to this Agreement hereby agree as follows: 31 
 32 
The City and the County agree that the City is hereby authorized to exercise exclusive 33 
jurisdiction to regulate subdivision plats and approve related building code permits in all areas 34 
within its entire extraterritorial jurisdiction. 35 
 36 
The City and the County agree that the County is hereby authorized to exercise exclusive 37 
jurisdiction to regulate all other development permits, including, but not limited to, stormwater 38 
management, floodplain management, tree removal permits and on-site facilities, in the 39 
entire extraterritorial jurisdiction of the City. 40 
 41 
The City and the County agree that if a proposed subdivision originates within the City limits or 42 
in the City’s extraterritorial jurisdiction and less than fifty percent (50%) of the subdivision area 43 
extends past the extraterritorial jurisdiction line, the City shall have exclusive right to exercise its 44 
jurisdictional authority, as defined above, within the limits of the entire proposed subdivision. 45 
 46 



 

The City and the county agree that if a proposed subdivision originates within the City’s 47 
extraterritorial jurisdiction and fifty percent (50%) or more of the subdivision area extends past 48 
the extraterritorial jurisdiction line, the County shall have exclusive right to exercise its 49 
jurisdictional authority within the limits of the entire subdivision.  50 
 51 
Subdivision plats that are approved by the City but extend partially or entirely into an 52 
unincorporated area of the County shall provide a signature block for the County Judge on the 53 
final plat.  The County Clerk shall not record a plat that extends into an unincorporated area of 54 
the County without the County Judge’s signature. 55 
 56 
As required by Section 242.001(c) of the Local Government Code, the City agrees to notify the 57 
County of any expansion of or reduction in the City’s extraterritorial jurisdiction. 58 
 59 
This Agreement does not extend the liability of the parties.  Neither the City nor the County 60 
waives any immunity or defenses available to it against claims made by third parties. 61 
 62 
The term of this Agreement is from the date of execution of this Agreement as provided below to 63 
one year from the date of execution.  This Agreement will automatically renew for another year 64 
and continue to renew automatically for each subsequent year unless terminated.  Either party to 65 
this Agreement may terminate the Agreement without cause at the end of any term without cause 66 
by notifying the other party not less fewer than 45 days prior to the end of the term.  However, 67 
both parties understand and agree that the right to terminate this Agreement does not avoid the 68 
statutory duty of the County and the City to have a written agreement providing for subdivision 69 
regulation within the City’s extraterritorial jurisdiction. 70 
 71 
In witness whereof, the governing bodies of both the County and the City have proposed and 72 
adopted this Agreement and have caused this Agreement to be executed.  It shall become 73 
effective upon the date that both parties have signed this Agreement. 74 
 75 
Agreed to and adopted by the Commissioners’ Court of the County of Aransas Texas, on the 76 
________ day of __________________, 2015. 77 
 78 
 79 
 80 

_____________________________________ 81 
C. H. “Burt” Mills, Jr., Aransas County Judge 82 

 83 
Agreed to and adopted by the City Council of the City of Rockport, Texas, on the ________ day 84 
of _______________________, 2015. 85 
 86 
 87 
 88 

______________________________________ 89 
Charles. J. Wax, Mayor of the City of Rockport 90 

 91 






