CITY OF ROCKPORT
MINUTES

CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP MEETING
1:30 p.m., Tuesday, April 28, 2015
Rockport City Hall, 622 East Market Street

On the 28" day of April 2015, the City Council of the City of Rockport, Aransas County, Texas,
convened in Workshop Session at 1:30 p.m., at the regular meeting place in City Hall, and notice of

meeting giving time, place, date and subject was posted as described in V.T.C.A., Government Code
§ 551.041.

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT CITY COUNCIL MEMBER(S) ABSENT
Mayor Charles J. Wax

Mayor Pro-Tem Pat Rios, Ward 3

Council Member Rusty Day, Ward 1

Council Member J. D. Villa, Ward 2

Council Member Barbara Gurtner, Ward 4

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT ELECTED OFFICIALS
City Manager Kevin Carruth

City Secretary Teresa Valdez

City Attorney Terry Baiamonte

Police Commander Larry Sinclair

Public Works Director Mike Donoho

Finance Director Patty Howard

Parks & Leisure Services Director Tom Staley

Building Inspector Frank Truitt

Opening Agenda

1. Call to Order.
With a quorum of the Council Members present, the Workshop Session of the Rockport City Council

was called to order by Mayor Wax at 1:32 p.m. on Tuesday, April 28, 2015, in the Council Chambers
of the Rockport City Hall, 622 E. Market Street, Rockport, Texas.

Regular Agenda

2. Hear and deliberate on presentation by Aransas County Pathways Committee on future
trail development.

Aransas County Project Manager John Strothman addressed the Council. Mr. Strothman gave a
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presentation on the proposed Aransas Pathway southern trail route (below).

Aransas Pathway Southern Trail Route

Trail starts at corner of Live Oak Street and Cornwall Street.

. Proceed down Live Oak to Market Street (Rt. 1069)

. Cross Market and proceed down Live Oak on the left side of street.
. Proceed down Live Oak and cross Bay Street.

oW A

. Ashort distance past Bay Street there will be a community garden/tot lot

on the right side of the street. Past garden cross street and proceed down

right side.
. Continue down right side of Live Oak to 1% Street.
. Turn Left on 1% and follow to Water Street.
. Turn left of Water Street and use existing hiker/biker trail.
. Follow to Bay Street and turn left.
10. Continue down the right side of the street.
11. Sidewalk ends at Live Oak.

LN

Side Trails

1. Live Oak and 1% Street turn right and continue across Church Street to front

of Connle Hagar.

2. Live Qak and Bay Street turn right on to Bay and follow to Pearl Street.
Cross the Street to Zackary Taylor Park.

3. At Bay Street and Austin Street turn right onto Austin. Foliow to Market
Street.
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Mr. Strothman informed the Council that the pathway constructed will be concrete and six (6) feet
wide. Mr. Strothman said the project's estimated cost is over $500,000 and Aransas Pathways has
venue money set aside to use as match in applying for grants.

Aransas Pathways Steering Committee Co-Chairman Tom Callan addressed the Council. Mr. Callan
stated the trail will be constructed on City of Rockport right-of-way, but City right-of-way lies on
private property, so the Aransas County Attorney is researching the type of legal instrument that can
be used for lease of right-of-way. Mr. Callan added that after that is completed the engineering
contract and construction documents will be prepared. Mr. Callan said it was important to get an
indication from Council at some point whether this was going to be an approved deal.

Mayor Wax stated he would welcome something that enhances the walkability of the City, especially
in the southern portion of the City that includes contact with our existing parks plus the Connie
Hagar birding site. Mayor Wax said the City Manager and City Attorney will be the contacts for
working out the details.

Brief discussion was held among Council, Mr. Strothman and Mr. Callan in regard to the proposed
trail.

3. Hear and deliberate on City of Rockport Heritage District Zoning Overlay Code.

Rockport Heritage District Board Chairman Lee Copeland addressed the Council and reviewed the
letter (below) he had delivered to the Council, City Manager Kevin Carruth and Building and
Development Director Mike Donoho.
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Extensive discussion was held among Council, Mr. Copeland, Heritage District Board Members
Janie White, Jim Godfrey, Penny Hong and Loretta Schindler, members of City staff, and City
Attorney Terry Baiamonte regarding Mr. Copeland's letter.

Bill Fisher addressed the Council. Mr. Fisher stated he believes everything proposed for the Heritage
District should be presented to the Heritage District Board.

Todd Pearson addressed the Council. Mr. Pearson said the City is going to be faced with
development of the harbor front, and the Heritage District Board should be involved.

Mayor Wax stated he would like to accomplish the following: 1) Establish May 12, 2015, at 1:30
p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers, a meeting of the Rockport Heritage District Board
(RHDB), the purpose of which is to review the letter Mr. Copeland has written to the City and to
provide to the City the entire Board's understanding and support or disagreement with or
modification of that particular information, and then return to the Council to discuss not only the
letter but also whether there are particular portions of the Heritage District Zoning Code Ordinance
that the Board would like to alter, and bring a committee recommendation to the Council; 2)
Understand that the Rockport Heritage District Board is not treated any differently than any other
City board; the rules are exactly the same for all boards; and 3) Know that everybody in the Council
Chambers tonight, the RHDB and City staff, are focused on the same goal, which is "to preserve and
protect what this unique community already has and what its future will be." Mayor Wax added that
the RHDB's principal point of contact will be the City's Community Planner within the Public Works
Department.

4. Adjournment.

At 2:42 p.m., Council Member Villa moved to adjourn. Motion was seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem
Rios and carried unanimously.
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ATTEST:

Teresa Valdez, City Secretary
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