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Search on for New City Manager

Mayor C.J. Wax has appointed a
Citizen’s Committee to assist in the
City Manager selection process .
Current City Manager Tom Blazek
will be retiring on January 31. Itis
the hope of City Council to hire a
replacement before the end of the
year so that the individual will
work alongside Blazek throughout
the month of January.

The position has been formally
advertised through the Texas Mu-
nicipal League. To date, more than
90 resumes have been sent to City
Hall. Additionally, The City has
contracted with The Mercer
Group, a national executive search
firm that specializes in recruitment
for federal, state and local govern-
ments.

Chaired by Brett Bohn, the Com-
mittee consists of Robert Garcia,
John Jackson, Sherry Myers, Brian
Olsen, Avelina Pina, Marsha Reid
and Duane Scheumack. It is tasked
with the process of reviewing all
apphcations for the position, in-
cluding recommendations from the
executive search firm, and selecting
the top 8-10 candidates. -

These candidates will be in-
vited to Rockport and will
undergo a series of inter-
views with the Citizen’s
Committee and City depart-
ment heads. Comments =
from these interviews will be &
culled and the top five final-
ists will be invited back at a

City Sets New Tax Rate

In September, the City Council
voted to accept a tax rate of
$0.30889 per $100 of assessed val-
uation. This new rate, which 1s
LESS than the previous year, is a
result of tight budgeting,

later date to meet with City Coun-
cil. Once City Council has decided
upon the top candidate, a condi-
tional offer will be made.

Taxing Jurisdictions Comparison

2010-2011 2011-2012
ACISD 1.091738 1.132372
Aransas County 0.359783 0.37025
City of Rockport 0.310008 0.30889
Navigation District 0.054759 0.055772




In Need of a Little Exercise?

Rockport is the PERFECT place
to enjoy outdoor recreational activ-
ities in the winter. The Rockport
Beach Park

and Memonial Park provide
exceptional opportunities for casu-
al or vigorous walks, as well as bi-
cycling, alongside natural splen-
dors. Please note that pets are not
allowed at the Beach Park.

And, the Community Aquatic Park
offers a multipurpose pool, heated
to 84 degrees, which is open to the
public Tuesday through Saturday

with special water aerobics and low
impact classes, private and group
lessons, lap swims and open swim-
ming,.

Daily admission is $4, but there are
some specials including a $20 cou-

pon pack for 8 admissions and a
Off Season Pass for $75.

For information on classes and
times, please visit the website.

Ward Boundaries Shifted to Reflect City Growth

In the Spring issue of the City
newsletter, 1t was noted that ward
boundaries may be shifted to ac-
commodate an increased popula-
tion since 2000 and recent annexa-
tion. Actual figures, including the
2010 Census and annexation infor-
mation, accounted for 9,357 resi-
dents with approximately 7,710
representing the voting age popula-
tion.

After careful consideration, it was
determined that the single-member
council wards were, indeed, out of
balance and redistricting was nec-
essary to comply with federal gov-
ernment regulations.

The City engaged the law firm of
Bickerstaff Heath Delgado Acosta
LLP to serve as a redistricting con-
sultant and to ensure that a new
plan met with applicable require-

ments of state and federal law. A
set of established redistricting
criteria were provided to serve as
a framework and guide in the
consideration of a redistricting
plan.

Utlizing computer and GIS
technology, as well as good old
hands-on research and work, an
illustrative plan was designed and
approved by City Council . The
plan was available for residents
to view online and at City Hall.
Additionally, public hearings
were held to allow individuals to
comment on the plan or to sub-
mit alternative plans for consid-
eration.

As there was no dissent or alter-
native plans offered, the plan was
approved and adopted by City
Council. The new plan, which

will result in some major ward
shirts, goes into effect upon ap-
proval by the Department of Jus-
tice. All registered voters impacted
by this change will receive a new
voting card reflecting their ward
representation once approval as
been obtained.

If you have any questions as to
how this may have affected you,
please review the map on the City’s
web site or contact the City Secre-
tary’s office.



Don’t Be An Accomplice to Crime

Did you know that more than 85%
of the theft and burglaries in Rock-
port are a result of “invitation”?
We don’t mean actually inviting
criminals into our homes. Instead,
through carelessness, our citizens
are making it easier for them to

steal belongings.

Don’t forget to lock your doors
and secure your windows, even if
you’re only going out for a few
minutes. The same holds true for
garages, vehicles and trailers. And,
if you’re leaving your boat out,
don’t forget to move your equip-
ment and tackle to a safe location.

For long term safety, keep written
records of all furniture, jewelry and
electronic products. If possible,
keep these records in a safe deposit
box, fireproof safe, or other secure
place. Take pictures or a video, and
keep purchase information and
serial numbers if available. These
help law enforcement agencies
track recovered items.

" 3 .

Clearly display your house number,
so police and other emergency ve-
hicles can find your home quickly.
If you see a screen that has been
cut, broken windows, or a door
that’s been left open, don’t go in.
Call the police from a neighbor’s
house or a public phone.

If you hear a noise that sounds like

Help Make The Holidays Special

For Area Youth

Law enforcement officers from the
City of Rockport’s Police Depart-
ment and Aransas County Shenff’s
Department are accepting dona-
tions for their annual Blue Santa
program. Each year 30 local fami-
lies are chosen by the school coun-
selors.

These families are then escorted by
a representative of the public safety
departments on a personal shop-
ping trip to select their own gifts.
If you would like to make a dona-
tion, please contact Sgt. Larry Sin-
clair at 790-1134.

someone breaking in or moving
around, quietly call the police and
wait calmly until they arrive. If you
can leave safely, do so. Otherwise,
lock yourself in a room you are in,
pretend to be asleep.

Please think carefully before buy-
ing a firearm for protection. And,
if you do, make sure that you re-
ceive the proper training on how
to use it. Guns can be stolen and
sold to anyone, or captured and
used on you or the police. Your
safety is the first prionty.




2011 “Tropical” Christmas Festival

Enjoy a full day of free, family- There is something for all age

friendly activities as we celebrate groups including a Birding

the annual Rockport Tropical Seminar, Kids Events, Arts &

Christmas on Saturday, December Crafts Sale, Live Entertain-

3. ment, Special Pet Event, Side-
walk Chalk Art at the Band

Shell in Rockport Beach Park,
Run for 'Yar Treasure Beach
il Hunt, Lighting of Children's
R 75' Christmas Tree, Kids Or-
nament Workshop, pictures
M with "Tropical" Santa, Illumi-

B CRY
% I @ nated Land Parade and Fire-
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‘V If you have an interest in serving on one

h o D o I Ca” I f cseose of the City’s many committees or advisory
boards, please pick up an application in the

Emergency o City Secretary’s office.

Non-Emergency Public Safety 729-1111

Utility Bill Questions/Concerns 729-2213 x 234 For additional questions or concerns, visit the

“Who Do I Call” or “Fix It” sections on the City’s

Street Issues and Repairs 790-1160 web site. www.cityofrockport.com or call City
Sewer, Water and Gas Issues 790-1160 Hall at 729-2213.
Trash Pick-Up 729-2213 x 234

. e This newsletter is named in honor of the area’s first newspa-
City Administrative Offices 129-2213 x 221 per—“The Transcript” . It originated in 1868 and was
Building and Development Dept. 790-1125 discontinued in 1886.
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