1

CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA

Notice is hereby given that the Rockport City Council will hold a special meeting on Tuesday,
September 15, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. The meeting will be held using the video conferencing
application ZOOM. No in-person meeting will be conducted at the Rockport Service Center.
A temporary suspension of the Open Meetings Act to allow telephone or video conference public
meetings has been granted by Governor Greg Abbott. These actions are being
taken to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 by avoiding meetings that bring people
into a group setting and in accordance with Section 418.016 of the Texas
Government Code. Video conferencing capabilities will be utilized to allow
individuals to address the City Council. Members of the public can participate in
the meeting remotely via Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86764263212or
scan the QR code to the right.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the attorney general has said: “statutes that may be interpreted to require face-toface interaction between members of the public and public officials are suspended; provided,
however, that the governmental bodies must offer alternative methods of communicating with
their public officials.” Public participation is valued and citizens wishing to express their views
on any topic or agenda item can either electronically submit a citizen participation form in order
to register to speak by going to https://rockport.seamlessdocs.com/f/CouncilCitizenParticipation
or scanning the QR code to the right. Using the same form, citizens can also provide written
comments to the City Secretary by 4:00 p.m. on the day of the meeting. The Mayor will read the
comments and they will be entered in the minutes of the meeting.

The matters to be discussed and acted upon are as follows:
Opening Agenda
1. Call meeting to order.
2. Proclamation: Constitution Week September 17 – 23, 2020.
Public Hearing
3. Conduct a public hearing on City of Rockport Fiscal Year 2020-2021 budget.
Regular Agenda
4. Deliberate and act to adopt, on first and only reading, an Ordinance of the City of Rockport
adopting a budget and appropriating resources for Fiscal Year 2020-2021, beginning
October 1, 2020, and ending September 30, 2021; in accordance with existing statutory
requirements; repealing all conflicting ordinances; containing a severability clause; and
providing for an effective date.
5. Deliberate and act on second & final reading of an Ordinance of the City of Rockport
approving the assessment and renditions for the 2020 taxable property as submitted by the
Appraisal District; levying a tax rate for $100.00 valuation for the City of Rockport, Aransas
County, Texas, for the Tax Year 2020 of $0.241668 for the purposes of Maintenance and
Operation, $0.179643 for the payment of Principal and Interest on debt of the City for a total
Sept. 15, 2020 Rockport City Council Special Meeting
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
Special Meeting: September 15, 2020
AGENDA ITEM: 2
Proclamation: Constitution Week
SUBMITTED BY: Mayor Patrick R. Rios
APPROVED FOR AGENDA: PKC
BACKGROUND: The United States Constitution is the oldest written national constitution still
in operation, and many of the nations that have established themselves in the centuries since have
turned to this document as a model for their own constitutions. As a document that defines the
structure of our federal government and delineates the rights of the states within the union, and of
individual citizens within the nation, the Constitution has become a symbol to Americans and to
the world of our political principles and the democratic way of life that flows from them.
The Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) has requested the City recognize Constitution
Week. According to the DAR, Constitution Week is the commemoration of American’s most
important document and it is celebrated annually during the week of September 17-23. This
celebration of the Constitution was started by the Daughters of the American Revolution and in
1955, DAR petitioned Congress to set aside September 17-23 annually to be dedicated for the
observance of Constitution Week. The U.S. Congress adopted and signed into public law the
Resolution on August 2, 1956, by President Dwight D. Eisenhower. The DAR has also erected a
structure that is built in tribute to the Constitution of the United States. DAR Constitution Hall,
which is a performing arts center, opened in 1929.
Please see the accompanying Proclamation.
FISCAL ANALYSIS: N/A
RECOMMENDATION: Not an action item.

Proclamation – Sept.15, 2020 Council Meeting
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PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS, September 17, 2020 marks the two hundred and thirty-third anniversary of
the drafting of the Constitution of the United States of America by the Constitutional
Convention; and
WHEREAS, The Constitution of the United States of America, the guardian of our
liberties, embodies the principles of limited government in a Republic dedicated to rule by
law; and
WHEREAS, it is fitting and proper to accord official recognition to this magnificent
document and its memorable anniversary; and
WHEREAS, Public Law 915 guarantees the issuing of a proclamation each year by the
President of the United States of America designating September 17 through 23 as
Constitution Week; and
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Patrick Rios, Mayor of the City of Rockport, do hereby proclaim
the week of September 17 through 23, 2020, as

CONSTITUTION WEEK
and ask our citizens to reaffirm the ideals the Framers of the Constitution had in 1787 by
vigilantly protecting the freedoms guaranteed to us through this guardian of our liberties.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the
City of Rockport, Texas, to be affixed this 15th day of August 2020.

CITY OF ROCKPORT, TEXAS

_________________________
Patrick R. Rios, Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________
Teresa Valdez, City Secretary
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
Special Meeting: Tuesday, September 15, 2020
AGENDA ITEM: 3
Conduct a public hearing on the City of Rockport Fiscal Year 2020-2021 Budget.
SUBMITTED BY: City Manager Kevin Carruth, Director of Finance Katie Griffin
APPROVED FOR AGENDA: PKC
BACKGROUND:
102.006:

According to the Texas Local Government Code Title 4 Finances Section

§ 102.006. Public Hearing on Proposed Budget
(a) The governing body of a municipality shall hold a public hearing on the proposed
budget. Any person may attend and may participate in the hearing.
(b) The governing body shall set the hearing for a date occurring after the 15th day
after the date the proposed budget is filed with the municipal clerk but before the
date the governing body makes its tax levy.
(c) The governing body shall provide for public notice of the date, time and location
of the hearing. The notice must include, in type of a size at least equal to the type
used for other items in the notice, any statement required to be included in the
proposed budget under Section 102.005(b).
§ 102.005(b) A proposed budget that will require raising more revenue from
property taxes than in the previous year must contain a cover page
with the following statement in 18-point or larger type: “This
budget will raise more total property taxes than last year’s budget
by (insert total dollar amount of increase and percentage increase),
and of that amount (insert amount computed by multiplying the
proposed tax rate by the value of new property added to the roll) is
tax revenue to be raised from new property added to the tax roll this
year.”
Please see the accompanying public notice and budget highlights presentation for more details.
FISCAL ANALYSIS: The accompanying required notice shows an increase in revenue of 8.53%.
This is frequently misinterpreted as the amount the ad valorem tax rate is increasing, which is
incorrect. The 8.53% required in the public notice includes the additional revenue generated by
the 3.8% increase in the tax rate PLUS revenue from new value added to the tax roll during the
previous year (e.g. new construction, annexation, new personal property). The tax rate calculation
process does not include any new value.
RECOMMENDATION: Not an action item, public hearing only.
PH Budget – Sept. 15, 2020 City Council Sp. Mtg.
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Notice of Public Hearing
on Proposed Budget
The City of Rockport has scheduled a public hearing on the Proposed Budget
on September 15, 2020. The public hearing will be at 6:30 p.m. using the
video conferencing application ZOOM. No in-person Public Hearing will
be conducted at the Rockport Service Center. A temporary suspension of the
Open Meetings Act to allow telephone or video conference public meetings
has been granted by Governor Greg Abbott. These actions are being taken
to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 by avoiding meetings that bring people
into a group setting and in accordance with Section 418.016 of the Texas
Government Code. Video conferencing capabilities will be utilized to
allow individuals to address the City Council. Members of the public can
participate in the meeting remotely by using the ZOOM address that will be
provided on the City Council Agenda of September 15, 2020 and posted on
the City’s website www.cityofrockport.com.

This budget will raise more total property taxes than last
year’s budget by $480,469 or 8.53%, and of that amount
$275,128 is tax revenue to be raised from new property
added to the roll this year.
Members of the public are encouraged to attend via ZOOM and express
their views.
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
Special Meeting: Tuesday, September 15, 2020
AGENDA ITEM: 4
Deliberate and act to adopt, on first and only reading, an Ordinance of the City of Rockport
adopting a budget and appropriating resources for Fiscal Year 2020-2021, beginning October 1,
2020, and ending September 30, 2021; in accordance with existing statutory requirements;
repealing all conflicting ordinances; containing a severability clause; and providing for an effective
date.
SUBMITTED BY: Katie Griffin, Director of Finance
APPROVED FOR AGENDA: PKC
BACKGROUND: Section 7.03 (2) of the City Charter states: “The City Council shall make
available in the City offices a general summary of the proposed budget and a notice stating: a) the
times and places where copies of the message and budget are available for inspection by the public;
and b) the time and place, applicable to current laws, for a public hearing on the budget.
The Rockport Home-Rule Charter, Section 7.02 states: “On or before the first regular scheduled
meeting in August of each year, the City Manager shall submit to the City Council a proposed
budget for the ensuing fiscal year and budget message. The City Council shall review the proposed
budget and make any appropriate changes prior to publishing the final budget.”
Section 7.03 (3)(c) of the Charter states: “The City Council shall adopt or amend the budget by
ordinance on one (1) reading. Adoption of the budget shall constitute appropriation of the amounts
specified therein as expenditures from the funds indicated and shall constitute a levy of the
property tax therein proposed.”
The Fiscal Year 2020-2021 Annual Budget and Capital Improvement Program was filed with the
City Secretary on August 5, 2020. and presented to the City Council on August 11, 2020. The
required public hearing was published and held on September 8, 2020.
FISCAL ANALYSIS: Exhibit “A” of the attached Ordinance records the appropriations that
Council for the Fiscal Year beginning October 1, 2020 and ending September 30, 2021.
RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends adoption, on first and only reading, of an Ordinance
adopting an approving the City of Rockport Annual Budget and Capital Improvement Program for
the Fiscal Year beginning October 1, 2020, and ending September 30, 2021, as presented, as a
recorded vote, as required by state statute.

Ordinance to Adopt Budget – Sept. 15, 2020 Council Mtg.
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ORDINANCE NO.
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROCKPORT, TEXAS, ADOPTING A
BUDGET AND APPROPRIATING RESOURCES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020-2021,
BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2020, AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2021; IN
ACCORDANCE
WITH
EXISTING
STATUTORY
REQUIREMENTS;
REPEALING ALL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; CONTAINING A
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City Manager and staff have prepared and filed with the City Secretary a
proposed budget for the operation of the City during Fiscal Year 2020-2021; and
WHEREAS, the City Manager of the City of Rockport has submitted to the Mayor and
Council a proposed budget of the revenues and expenditures/expenses of conducting the affairs
of said City and providing a complete financial plan for Fiscal Year beginning October 1, 2020,
and ending September 30, 2021; and
WHEREAS, the City Council on September 15, 2020, conducted a public hearing to receive
input from citizens of the City concerning the content of the budget, and for which notice was
duly posted in The Rockport Pilot; and
WHEREAS, the City has acknowledged that this budget will raise more property taxes than
last year’s budget by $480,469 or 8.53%, and of that amount $275,128 is tax revenue to be raised
from new property added to the tax roll this year; and
WHEREAS, the City Council having considered the proposed budget at length, and having
provided input in its preparation, has determined that the proposed budget and the revenues and
expenditures contained therein are in the best interest of the City and, therefore, the Council
desires to approve and adopt the budget by formal action.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ROCKPORT, TEXAS, THAT:
Section 1:
The proposed budget for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2020, and
ending September 30, 2021, as submitted to the City Council by the City Manager, which budget
is attached hereto as Exhibit “A,” for all purposes is hereby approved and adopted as the City’s
budget of all revenue and expenditures/expenses of the City of Rockport, Texas for Fiscal Year
2020-2021; and
Section 2:
In accordance with Section 7.05 of the Charter of the City of Rockport,
Texas, the Capital Improvement Program is included in the budget; and
Section 3:
The sum of Fifty-one Million, Seven Hundred Thirty-seven Thousand,
Five Hundred Five ($51,737,505) is hereby appropriated for the City’s FY 2020-2021 budget.
Further, these funds are for payment of operating, capital, and debt service expenses associated

Ordinance No.
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with the operation and administration of the City, according to the various purposes and intents
described in the FY 2020-2021 budget document.
Section 4:
The budget includes certain unlisted, authorized and unpaid encumbrances
from the prior fiscal year to be carried over to the 2020-2021 Budget by the City Manager or his
designee.
Section 5:
Should any paragraph, sentence, subdivision, clause, phrase or section of
this Ordinance be adjudged or held to be unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid, the same shall not
affect the validity of this Ordinance, as a whole or any part or provision thereof, other than the
part or parts adjudged to be invalid, illegal, or unconstitutional.
Section 6:
This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its adoption
by the City Council, pursuant to applicable State and local laws and the City Charter.
Section 7:
All other ordinances and Code provisions that are in conflict herewith are
hereby repealed, but only to the extent of any such conflict or inconsistency.
PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED on this the 15th day of September 2020, by roll call
vote as follows:
FOR MOTION:
AGAINST MOTION:

CITY OF ROCKPORT, TEXAS

Patrick R. Rios, Mayor

ATTEST:

Teresa Valdez, City Secretary

Ordinance No.
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EXHIBIT A
City of Rockport
Fiscal Year 2020-2021 Annual Operating Budget

Fund Title

General Fund

Estimated
Total
Total
Estimated
Fund Balance
Revenues
Expenditures Fund Balance
10/01/2020
FY2020-2021 FY2020-2021
9/30/2021

2,056,472

11,672,686

11,672,686

2,056,472

2,547,844
291,815
1,218,411
-72,157

11,676,911
2,233,510
2,353,941
490,816

11,676,911
2,233,510
2,353,941
490,816

2,547,844
291,815
1,218,411
-72,157

3,985,913

16,755,178

16,755,178

3,985,913

8,186
136,908
0
0
-353,099
522,957
0

12,000
163,075
0
15,000
959,638
784,350
979,077

7,700
163,075
0
15,000
959,638
784,350
979,077

12,486
136,908
0
0
-353,099
522,957
0

314,952

2,913,140

2,908,840

319,252

906,905
0

3,180,886
2,387,916

3,180,886
2,387,916

906,905
0

906,905

5,568,802

5,568,802

906,905

712,912
504,369

435,008
231,127

34,000
78,000

1,113,920
657,496

1,217,281

666,135

112,000

1,771,416

170,667
0

14,720,000
165,000

14,720,000
0

170,667
165,000

170,667

14,885,000

14,720,000

335,667

8,652,190

52,460,941

51,737,505

9,375,625

Enterprise Funds
Utility System
Sanitation
Natural Gas Distribution
Community Aquatic/Skate Center
Total

Special Revenue Funds
Municipal Court Technology
Utility Surcharge
Bay Education Center Operations
Municipal Court Juvenile Case Mgr
Fleet Operation & Maintenance
Hotel Occupancy Tax
City/County Communications
Total

Debt Service Funds
Interest and Sinking
Utility Debt Service
Total

Vehicle & Equip. Replcmnt Fund
General
Utility
Total

Capital Improvement Projects
General CIP
Utility CIP
Total

GRAND TOTAL
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
Special Meeting: Tuesday, September 15, 2020
AGENDA ITEM: 5
Deliberate and act on second and final reading of an Ordinance of the City of Rockport approving
the assessment and renditions for the 2020 taxable property as submitted by the Appraisal
District; levying a tax rate for $100.00 valuation for the City of Rockport, Aransas County,
Texas, for the Tax Year 2020 of $0.241668 for the purposes of Maintenance and Operation,
$0.179643 for the payment of Principal and Interest on debt of the City for a total tax rate of
$0.421311; and providing an effective date.
SUBMITTED BY: Director of Finance Katie Griffin
APPROVED FOR AGENDA: P KC
BACKGROUND: The Rockport City Council adopted the effective tax rate in FY 2017-2018
to maintain operations and support debt service. For FY 2018-2019, Council determined that an
ad valorem tax rate increase consistent with the 3.5% MCI increase was sufficient to operate and
was an attempt to accommodate citizens as they continued their recovery from Hurricane
Harvey. In FY 2019-2020, the City Council adopted a moderate tax increase of 6% in order to
continue restoration of services following Hurricane Harvey and to begin restoration of fund
balances depleted during storm recovery.
During the 86th Legislative Session, Senate Bill 2 (S.B.2) was introduced and adopted creating
new terminology and calculations for ad valorem property taxes. The Effective Tax Rate has
been replaced with No-New Revenue Tax Rate, the Rollback Rate has been replaced with the
Voter-Approval Tax Rate, and the Maintenance and Operations (M&O) has been replaced with
No-New Revenue Maintenance and Operations (M&O) Rate. S.B.2 has introduced a De minimis
Rate and an Unused Increment Rate.
This ordinance will adopt the 2020 ad valorem property tax rate of $0.421311 per $100 valuation.
The 2020 maintenance and operation (M&O) portion of the rate is $0.241668 per $100 valuation
and the debt service portion for principal and interest is $0.179643 per $100 valuation.
State law requires a taxing unit's governing body to vote on an increase in the tax rate by a record
vote, even if the rate is below the No-New-Revenue Tax Rate. Additionally, the governing body
is required by Senate Bill 2 to host one public hearing on the proposed tax rate. The public
hearing was conducted on September 8, 2020.

Ord. Tax Rate - Sept. 15, 2020 Sp. Council Mtg.
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FISCAL ANALYSIS: The presented 2020 ad valorem tax rate is sufficient to maintain
maintenance and operations and fund debt service principal and interest payments in FY 20202021.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends Council approve the second and final
reading of the Ordinance setting the 2020 ad valorem property tax rate at the rate of $0.421311
per $100 valuation with $0.241668 for maintenance and operations and $0.179643 for debt
service and interest and sinking, as presented.

Ord. Tax Rate - Sept. 15, 2020 Sp. Council Mtg.
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ORDINANCE NO. ______
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE ASSESSMENT AND RENDITIONS
FOR THE 2020 TAXABLE PROPERTY AS SUBMITTED BY THE
APPRAISAL DISTRICT; LEVYING A TAX RATE FOR $100.00 VALUATION
FOR THE CITY OF ROCKPORT, ARANSAS COUNTY, TEXAS FOR THE
TAX YEAR 2020 OF $0.241668 FOR THE PURPOSE OF MAINTENANCE
AND OPERATION, $0.179643 FOR THE PAYMENT OF PRINCIPAL AND
INTEREST ON DEBT OF THE CITY FOR A TOTAL TAX RATE OF
$0.421311; PROVIDING FOR A LIEN ON ALL REAL AND PERSONAL
PROPERTY TO SECURE PAYMENT OF TAXES DUE THEREON;
CONTAINING
A SEVERABIILTY
CLAUSE; REPEALING
ALL
ORDINANCES AND PARTS THEREOF IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City Council of Rockport, Texas has on this date by way of separate
Ordinance, duly approved and adopted a Budget for the operation for the City for Fiscal Year
2020-2021 (FY 2020-2021); and

WHEREAS, the aforesaid Ordinance anticipates the required levy of an ad valorem tax
on all taxable property in the City of Rockport; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Appraiser of Aransas County Tax Appraisal District has prepared and
certified the appraisal roll for the City of Rockport, Texas, that roll being that portion of the
approved appraisal roll of the Aransas County Tax Appraisal District which lists property taxable
by the City of Rockport, Texas; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to levy such an ad valorem tax at a given rate to generate
revenues sufficient to meet the projected expenses of the City for FY 2020-2021; and
WHEREAS, the City has fully and timely complied with all notice and other requirements
relative to the adoption of a tax rate for FY 2020-2021.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF ROCKPORT, TEXAS, THAT:
Section 1: There is hereby levied for the FY 2020-2021 upon all real property situated
within the corporate limits of the City of Rockport, Texas, and upon all personal property
which was owned within the corporate limits of the City of Rockport, Texas, on January 1,
2020, except so much thereof as may be exempt by the Constitution or laws of the State of
Texas, a total tax of $0.421311 on each $100 of assessed valuation on all taxable property,
which total tax herein so levied shall consist and be comprised of the following com ponents:

Ord No. xxxx 2020 Tax Rate
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a) An ad valorem tax rate of $0.241668 on each $100 of assessed
valuation of all taxable property is hereby levied for general City purposes
and to pay the current operating expenses of the City of Rockport, Texas,
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2021, which tax, when collected
shall be appropriated to and for the credit of the General Fund of the City of
Rockport, Texas.
b) An ad valorem tax rate of $0.179643 on each $100 of assessed
valuation of taxable property is hereby levied for the purpose of creating an
Interest and Sinking Fund with which to pay the interest and principal of the
valid bonded indebtedness, and related fees of the City of Rockport, now
outstanding and such tax, when collected, shall be appropriated and deposited
in and to the credit of the general Debt Service Fund of the City of Rockport,
Texas, for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2021.

Section 2: The City of Rockport shall have lien on all taxable property located in the City
of Rockport to secure the payment of taxes, penalty, and interest, and all costs of collection,
assessed and levied hereby.
Section 3: Taxes are payable in Rockport, Texas at the Office of the Tax Assessor
Collector of Aransas County, Texas. The City shall have available all the rights and remedies
provided by l a w for the enforcement of the collection of taxes levied under this Ordinance.
Section 4: The tax roll presented to the City Council, together with any supplements
thereto, are hereby accepted and approved.
Section 5:
Should any paragraph, sentence, provision, clause, phrase or section of this
Ordinance be adjudged or held to be unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid, the same shall not affect
the validity of this Ordinance, as a whole or any part or provision thereof, other than the part or
parts adjudged to be invalid, illegal, or unconstitutional.
Section 6:
This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its adoption
by the City Council and publication of its caption as the l a w and the City Charter provide in such
cases.
Section 7: All other ordinances and Code provisions in conflict herewith are hereby
repealed, but only to the extent of any such conflict or inconsistency and all other provisions of
the Rockport City Code not in conflict herewith shall remain in full force and effect.
Section 8: The repeal of any ordinance or parts thereof by the enactment of this Ordinance,
shall not be construed as abandoning any action now pending under or by virtue of such ordinance;
nor shall it have the effect of discontinuing, abating, modifying or altering any penalty accruing
or to accrue, nor as affecting any rights of the City under any section or provision of any ordinances
at the time of passage of this Ordinance.
APPROVED on first reading on the 8th day of September 2020, by roll call vote as follows:

FOR MOTION:
AGAINST MOTION:

Ord No. xxxx 2020 Tax Rate
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CITY OF ROCKPORT, TEXAS

Patrick R. Rios, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________
Teresa Valdez, City Secretary

APPROVED, PASSED and ADOPTED o n second and final reading the 15th day of September
2020 by roll call vote as follows:
FOR MOTION:
AGAINST MOTION:

CITY OF ROCKPORT, TEXAS

Patrick R. Rios, Mayor

ATTEST:

Teresa Valdez, City Secretary

Ord No. xxxx 2020 Tax Rate
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
Special Meeting: Tuesday, September 15, 2020

AGENDA ITEM: 6

Deliberate and act to ratify the adoption of the Fiscal Year 2020-2021 Annual Budget and Capital
Improvement Program for the fiscal year beginning on October 1, 2020 and ending on September
30, 2021 when the budget will raise more revenue from property taxes than last year’s budget and
providing an effective date.
SUBMITTED BY: Katie Griffin, Director of Finance
APPROVED FOR AGENDA: PKC
BACKGROUND: H.B. No. 3195 set requirements for any budget adopted after September 1,
2007. Section 102.007, Local Government Code is amended adding Subsection (c): “Adoption of
a budget that will require raising more revenue from property taxes than in the previous year
requires a separate vote of the governing body to ratify the property tax increase reflected in the
budget. A vote under this subsection is in addition to and separate from the vote to adopt the
budget or a vote to set the tax rate required by Chapter 26, Tax Code, or other law.”
The vote will ratify the adoption of the City of Rockport Fiscal Year 2020-2021 Annual Budget
and Capital Improvement Program that will raise, by this statutorily required calculation, more
revenue from property taxes than last year’s Budget and ratify the property tax increase reflected
in the Budget, as required.
The required public hearing was conducted tonight, September 15, 2020. The proposed Budget
was filed with the City Secretary on August 5, 2020.
FISCAL ANALYSIS: This budget will raise $480,469 more in new revenue than last year, an
increase of 8.53%, according to the state required No-New-Revenue Tax Rate calculation and
includes revenue from new value, e.g. new construction, annexation, new personal property.
However, the actual increase is only 4% over the No-New-Revenue Tax Rate because the tax rate
calculation does not include any new value.
RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends Council ratify the Fiscal Year 2020-2021 Annual
Budget and Capital Improvement Program and the property tax increase reflected in the Budget,
as presented.

Ratify Vote – Sept. 15, 2020, Special Council Mtg.
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
Special Meeting: Tuesday, September 15, 2020
AGENDA ITEM: 7
Deliberate and act on a Resolution Expressing the City Council’s Support of Local Law
Enforcement and the Council’s Commitment to Fully Fund the Rockport Police
Department
SUBMITTED BY: Mayor Pat Rios, Council Member J.D. Villa
APPROVED FOR AGENDA: PKC
BACKGROUND: Texas Governor Greg Abbot recently announced his “Texas Backs the
Blue Pledge” initiative encouraging all Texans to support law enforcement officers
statewide and to support any measure that discourages or stops efforts to defund police
departments in Texas.
Likewise, the Rockport City Council, individually and collectively, declares its support for
law enforcement officers throughout Rockport and Aransas County including those
employed by the Rockport Police Department, the Aransas County Sheriff’s Office, the
Aransas County Independent School District, the Texas Department of Public Safety, and
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department along with officers from other local, state and
federal agencies who aid and assist our local officers as they work tirelessly to protect and
serve the citizens and visitors of our wonderful community.
Furthermore, the Rockport City Council proclaims its support for any measure that
discourages or stops efforts to defund police departments in Rockport, Aransas County, the
Coastal Bend Region, throughout Texas and across our great nation.
Finally, the Rockport City Council recognizes that failing to fully support honest and
ethical law enforcement or supporting efforts to defund law enforcement agencies invites
crime into our communities and places citizens in danger, and the Rockport City Council
understands that the absence of law enforcement encourages vigilantism and diminishes
overall confidence in government.
FISCAL ANALYSIS:
None.
RECOMMENDATION: Not an action item.
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RESOLUTION NO. ________
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF ROCKPORT, TEXAS, EXPRESSING THE CITY
COUNCIL’S SUPPORT OF LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AND THE COUNCIL’S
COMMITMENT TO FULLY FUND THE ROCKPORT POLICE DEPARTMENT.
WHEREAS, recent tragic events involving police and civilians in several communities across Texas
and the United States have led to calls in some cities to reduce funding and otherwise negatively restrict
their police departments or functions; and
WHEREAS, law enforcement officers in Rockport and Aransas County work daily to build community
relationships and defend citizens against crime to keep our community safe; and
WHEREAS, professional, ethical, and properly funded law enforcement is critical to the community’s
prosperity, safety, and overall wellbeing; and
WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to reaffirm its longstanding support for local law enforcement and
the Rockport Police Department specifically;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF ROCKPORT, TEXAS:
Section 1.
That the matter and facts recited in the preamble hereof are found and determined to be
true and correct.
Section 2.
That the Rockport City Council, individually and collectively, declares its support for law
enforcement officers throughout Rockport and Aransas County, including those employed by the City
of Rockport Police Department, Aransas County Constables, Aransas County Sheriff’s Office, Aransas
County Independent School District, Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission, Texas Department of
Public Safety, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, Town of Fulton Police Department, along with
officers from other local, state and federal agencies who aid and assist our local officers as they work
tirelessly to protect and serve the citizens and visitors of our wonderful community.
Section 3.
That the Rockport City Council proclaims its support for any measure that discourages
or stops efforts to diminish police departments in Rockport, Aransas County, the Coastal Bend Region,
throughout Texas, and across our great nation and commits to fully fund the Rockport Police
Department.
Section 4.
That the Rockport City Council recognizes that failing to fully support honest and ethical
law enforcement or supporting efforts to defund law enforcement agencies invites crime into our
communities, places citizens in danger, inhibits economic development and the Rockport City Council
understands that the absence of law enforcement encourages vigilantism and diminishes overall
confidence in government.
PASSED and APPROVED the 15th day of September 2020.
CITY OF ROCKPORT, TEXAS

ATTEST:

Patrick R. Rios, Mayor

Teresa Valdez, City Secretary
Resolution No. _____
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