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INSTRUCTIONS FOR JUVENILE DEFENDANTS

Juvenile’s rights and plea forms are attached which may be printed and reviewed before your 
required court appearance.

Juvenile Court Appearances
Juveniles under 17 years of age must appear in person with a parent in person with a parent or 
guardian before the judge at the time on the ticket or as notified by the court.

Traffic Violation
If your violation is a moving traffic violation, you have a valid Texas Driver’s License and 
financial responsibility (insurance) and have not taken a Driving Safety Course within the past 
12 months prior to receiving your citation, you may, at your court appearance, request a Driving 
Safety course to have your citation dismiss without it appearing on your driving record.

Alcohol Violation
You must appear with a parent or guardian for alcohol violations if you are under 18 years of 
age.  If you are convicted of an alcohol offense, the court must order you to complete an alcohol 
awareness course and complete a period of community service. A period of driver’s license 
suspension is also mandatory.

Tobacco Violation
Upon conviction of a tobacco offense, the court will require completion of a tobacco awareness 
course in addition to payment of court cost and fees.

Driver’s License Suspension
Your license to drive may be suspended or denied if you:

 Fail to appear in court for your citation

 Fail to pay or discharge your fine and cost

 Fail to take and present proof of completion of an alcohol or tobacco awareness course

 Are held in contempt for violating the court’s judgment




